Atrial natriuretic peptide in peripheral organs other than the heart.
The heart atria represent the major site of synthesis of atrial natriuretic peptide (ANP) in mammals including man, and its function as a regulator of water and salt homeostasis has been repeatedly suggested. However, more recently ANP has been located in organs not intimately related to cardiovascular physiology, e.g. the adrenals, lungs, and gut, as well as tissues belonging to the lymphatic, reproductive or endocrine systems. Thus, ANP might serve many more physiological roles than originally thought, but the functional significance of ANP in these non-cardiac tissues is presently poorly understood.